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ANNCR: 

THE ASSASSINATION OF NORTH YEMEN PRESIDENT AHMED HUSSEIN 
AL GHASHMI HAS PROVOKED A NEW CRISIS IN RELATIONS BETWEEN NORTH 
YEMEN AND ITS NEIGHBOR TO THE SOUTH, THE PEOPLES DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC OF YEMEN. COPT) AND NOW THERE ARE UNCONFIRMED REPORTS OF 
FIGHTING GOING ON IN ADEN, THE CAPITAL OF SOUTH YEMEN. CEND OPT) 
FOR THE BACKGROUND OF RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO YEMENS, VOA'S 
DOUG ROBERTS SENT THIS REPORT FROM OUR MIDDLE EAST BUREAU: 
VOICE: 

ONLY HOURS AFTER THE ASSASSINATION WAS ANNOUNCED IN SANAA, 
NORTH YEMEN'S PROVISIONAL RULING COUNCIL ISSUED A STATEMENT 
BLAMING SOUTH YEMEN FOR THE DEATH OF COLONEL AL GHASHMI. HE 
DIED IN A BOMB BLAST SATURDAY AS HE MET WITH A SOUTH YEMENI 
PRESIDENTIAL ENVOY WHO WAS ALSO KILLED IN THE EXPLOSION. SANAA 
RADIO SAID THE BOMB HAD BEEN PLACEO IN THE BRIEFCASE OF THE SOUTH 
YEMENI OFFICIAL, 

EARLY SUNDAY SOUTH YEMEN'S GOVERNMENT IN ADEN DENIED ANY 
INVOLVEMENT IN THE DEATH OF PRESIDENT AL GHASHMI. SOUTH YEMEN 
CONDEMNED THE ASSASSINATION AND SENT A MESSAGE OF CONDOLENCE 
TO SANAA, BUT THE NORTH YEMEN GOVERNMENT HAS ALREADY ANNOUNCED 
ITS DECISION TO BREAK OFF DIPLOMATIC TIES WITH ADEN, 

DESPITE CLOSE ETHNIC AND TRIBAL LINKS, RELATIONS BETWEEN 
NORTH AND SOUTH YEMEN HAVE FLUCTUATED SHARPLY OVER THE PAST 
FEW YEARS, LOCATED AT THE STRATEGICALLY IMPORTANT ENTRANCE 
TO THE RED SEA ON THE SOUTHWESTERN TIP OF THE ARABIAN PENINSULA, 
BOTH YEMENS ARE AMONG THE POOREST STATES IN THE ARAB WORLD, THEY 
FOUGHT A BRIEF BORDER WAR IN NINETEEN SEVENTY TWO, BUT THEN 
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SIGNED A PEACE AGREEMENT CALLING FOR EVENTUAL UNION BETWEEN 
THE TWO STATES AND BOTH SIDES HAVE REMAINED AT LEAST PUBLICLY 
COMMITTED TO THAT ACCORD DESPITE THE VASTLY DIFFERENT POLICIES 
OF THE TWO GOVERNMENTS, THE LEADERSHIP IN SOUTH YEMEN IS 
CLOSELY ALLIED WITH THE SOVIET UNION AND HAS GRANTED MOSCOW 
NAVAL FACILITIES AT THE PORT OF ADEN. NORTH YEMEN IS OFFICIALLY 
NONALIGNED, BUT IT MAINTAINS CLOSE TIES WITH THE CONSERVATIVE 
GOVERNMENT OF SAUDI ARABIA WHICH STRONGLY OPPOSES SOVIET 
PENETRATION IN THE RED SEA AND THE HORN OF AFRICA, 

WHILE SOUTH YEMEN JOINED WITH HARD-LINE ARAB STATES OPPOSED 
TO PRESIDENT ANWAR SADAT'S PEACE INITIATIVE, NORTH YEMEN VOICED 
SOME SUPPORT FOR THE EGYPTIAN MOVE AND HAS BEEN WORKING CLOSELY 
WITH ARAB STATES SEEKING A RECONCILIATION BETWEEN MISTER SADAT 
AND HIS OPPONENTS. 

DESPITE THEIR POLITICAL AND IDEOLOGICAL DIFFERENCES, BOTH 
THE SANAA AND ADEN GOVERNMENTS APPEARED TO BE WORKING FOR CLOSER 
TIES UNTIL LAST OCTOBER WHEN FORMER NORTH YEMENI PRESIDENT 
IBRAHIM AL HAMOI WAS KILLED BY UNIDENTIFIED GUNMEN AS HE PREPARED 
TO MAKE AN HISTORIC VISIT TO SOUTH YEMEN. HIS DEATH BROUGHT 
COLONEL AL GHASHMI TO POWER AT THE HEAD OF A THREE~MAN PRESIDENTAL 
COUNCIL, SINCE THEN THERE HAS BEEN A NOTICEABLE COOLING IN 
RELATIONS BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH, ALTHOUGH NEITHER SIDE HAS 
RENOUNCED THE UNITY AGREEMENT. BUT COLONEL AL GHASHMI'S DEATH 
AND THE SUBSEQUENT CHARGES OF SOUTH YEMENI INVOLVEMENT HAVE 
BROUGHT RELATIONS 8ETWEEN ADEN AND SANAA TO THEIR LOWEST POINT 
IN THE PAST SIX YEARS, 
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